GREAT   EDUCATORS   OF  THREE
CENTURIES
CHAPTER I
JOHN MILTON AND HIS  'ACADEMY*
IN the popular mind the name of John Milton (1608- Milton was a
1674) is associated only with the great epic, Paradise
Lost.    Scholars and literary men include a wider range
of his poetry within their vision, and recognize a large
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difference between the products of his youthful period
and those of his enriched maturity. But between these
stages comes a period as a prose writer and pamphleteer,
which, while little known even to the student of litera-
ture, has made Milton one of the interesting figures in
education. The great poet was a stanch Puritan, and,
during this middle stage of his career, several vigorous
pamphlets of protest fell from his pen. He wrote upon
the freedom of the press, the tenure of kings, religious
toleration, and against the episcopacy. At this time,
also, he undertook as part of his reforms to contribute
to educational theory and to the improvement of the
schools themselves. ^He conducted a boarding school
throughout his thirties, and the Tractate of Education